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CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


First child tests positive 


Governor further limits community gatherings, shutters shopping malls 


BARBARA HADDOCK TAYLOR/BALTIMORE SUN 


Towson Town Center and other enclosed shopping malls in Maryland will be closed, Gov. Larry Hogan ordered. 


General Assembly’s 
rushed final days 


have some worried 


Critics say transparency 
lacking in legislative process 


By LUKE BROADWATER 


As the Maryland General Assembly 
rushed this week to pass more than 650 
bills before abruptly closing amid the 
coronavirus outbreak, the public was 
barred from the State House. Lobbyists 
and advocates were locked out, too. And 
those trying to watch from home found 
audio and visual streams of the proceed- 
ings spotty and unreliable. 

“It was frustrating” said Joanne An- 
toine, director of Common Cause Mary- 
land, which pushes for ethical and open 
government. “It was a mess. I understand it 
was a crisis, and some really good bills did 
get passed. But it wasn’t transparent.” 

Maryland’s legislative leaders, Senate 
President Bill Ferguson and House of 
Delegates Speaker Adrienne A Jones, 
found themselves facing an unprecedent- 
ed public health crisis with the rapid 
spread of the virus. With Republican Gov. 
Larry Hogan ordering crowd sizes limited 
and the Democratic-controlled legislature 
needing to pass the state’s $47.9 billion 
operating budget before adjournment, top 
lawmakers in Annapolis decided to limit 
access to the legislative chambers to 
lawmakers and credentialed journalists. 
See ASSEMBLY, page 9 


Thursday in College Park, Ga. 


GOP unveils $1T package, 
but some say it’s not enough 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell proposed di- 
rect payments of $1200 per person and 
$2,400 for couples as part of a sweeping 
response to the coronavirus outbreak, 
according to a copy of the legislation 
being crafted by the Kentucky Republi- 
can. 


Report: Comptroller voted 
30 times in conflict situations 


Inspector general says Pratt 
didn’t follow ‘abstentions list’ 


By TALIA RICHMAN 


Baltimore Comptroller Joan Pratt voted 
30 times in three years to approve millions 
of dollars worth of city spending on 
organizations with which she appeared to 
have a connection, a review from the Office 
of the Inspector General found. 

Pratt, a member of the city’s powerful 
spending board, maintained an evolving 
“abstentions list? noting companies and 
organizations with which she is affiliated. 
Each of the board’s five members have had 
such a list and used it to refrain from voting 
on items for which they might have a 
conflict of interest. 

But Inspector General Isabel Cum- 
ming’s report released Thursday found 
more than two dozen instances when Pratt 
did not abstain between December 2016 
and October 2019. The report also high- 
lighted a pattern in the comptroller’s office 
of adding and then removing organizations 
from her abstentions list. 


Pratt “voted to ap- 
prove more than $48 
million worth of con- 
tracts, grants and vendor 
prequalification 
amounts involving or- 
ganizations and individ- 
uals from which she self- 
identified as needing to 
abstain from,” according 
to the 123-page report. 

The comptroller issued a statement 
Thursday evening saying the report con- 
tains “numerous misleading and false 
conclusions.” She did not elaborate on 
what was incorrect, but said the report was 
rushed and didn’t give her enough time to 
investigate it, provide evidence and re- 
spond with her own findings. 

“I anticipate that the internal investiga- 
tion being conducted on my behalf will 
lead to a report that will show that the 
inspector general never interviewed key 
witnesses who were available and, most 
importantly, would have corrected those 
blatant errors,” she wrote. “I look forward 
to the just resolution of this misguided 
See PRATT, page 11 


Pratt 


RON HARRIS/AP 


Grammy Award-winning hip-hop artist Lecrae assembles a portable wash station on 


McConnell’s plan: $1,200 payments 


The GOP leader unveiled his plan 
Thursday as Congress raced to craft a $1 
trillion rescue package to shore up 
households, health care and the US. 
economy amid the pandemic crisis and 
nationwide shutdown that’s hurtling the 
country toward a likely recession. 

“We need to take bold and swift action 
as soon as possible,” said McConnell in 
announcing his plan on the Senate floor. 

Keeping paychecks flowing for idled 
workers as jobless claims skyrocket is a 
top priority for both the Republican and 
Democratic plans emerging from Con- 
gress. 

See PLAN, page 8 
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By NATHAN RUIZ 
AND JEFF BARKER 


A 5-year-old girl in Howard County 
became the first Maryland child to test 
positive for the new coronavirus, Gov. Larry 
Hogan said Thursday as he imposed new 
measures to slow the outbreak’s spread — 
including closing shopping malls and 
amusement parks and further limiting 
community gatherings. 

The governor, at an Annapolis news 
conference, also urged residents to use 
transit only for essential travel and asked the 
University System of Maryland to finish the 
semester online. 

The two-term Republican governor ap- 
peared exasperated that some Marylanders 
were not heeding previous warnings lim- 
iting large gatherings. 

“Despite all of our repeated warnings for 
weeks and despite the rapid escalation of 
this virus across our state, the region, the 
nation and the world, some people are 
treating this like a vacation or a spring break 
with parties, cookouts and large gatherings 
at some of our parks,” he said. 

"Let me be very clear. If you are engaged 
in this type of activity, you are in violation of 
state law and you are endangering the lives 
of your fellow Marylanders.” 

He amended a previous executive order 
to require Marylanders to “reduce the size 
of social, cultural, and community gather- 
ings to 10 people.” The order now mandates 
the closure of enclosed shopping malls, 
bowling alleys, pool halls, amusement parks 
and skating rinks. 

Maryland added 22 more confirmed 
cases Thursday, reaching 107, but the 
5-year-old was Maryland’s lone case of 
anyone under 18. There are 76 cases of 
coronavirus among Marylanders aged 18 to 
64 and 30 in those 65 and older. Mont- 
See VIRUS, page 9 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


E After 12 days on a cruise ship, passengers 
return to Baltimore facing uncertainty. 
NEWS PG 2 

E Baltimore City Council cancels meetings 
until at least April. NEWS PG 2 

E Dan Rodricks: At a Harford music store, a 
plan to serve customers from a distance. 
NEWS PG3 

E State orders all enclosed shopping malls 
closed. NEWS PG4 

E The death toll in Italy overtook China’s ina 
stark illustration of how the coronavirus 
crisis has pivoted toward Europe and the 
U.S. NEWS PG 8 

E With cases dwindling in China, the country 
is mounting a diplomatic offensive to help 
the rest of the world. NEWS PG 8 

E Stocks closed a wobbly day with the Dow 
gaining almost 200 points, or 0.9%. 
BUSINESS, SPORTS PG 12 

E Coronavirus is closing Social Security 
offices. Here’s how to get benefit help. 
BUSINESS, SPORTS PG 12 

E The number of Americans filing new 
claims for unemployment benefits surged 
last week by 70,000. 

BUSINESS, SPORTS PG 12 
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